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The ID Screen® ELISA was used in parallel with 3 other 
commercial ELISAs to determine the diagnostic performances, in 
dairy cattle, of bulk milk (herds with 50 cows or less) or pooled 
milk samples (pools of 50 individual samples).  

Cut-offs were adjusted to ensure a specificity of at least 99% and 
to lead to the best sensitivity. Using an adapted cut-off at 10.776 
for bulk milk samples, the herd-level sensitivity established with 
the ID Screen® ELISA was the highest among the 4 kits tested 
with 60% (CI95%: 45%-74%).  

Pooled milk serology was shown to be the least sensitive 
approach for herd level diagnostic and it was indicated that it 
should be restricted to herd with high prevalence of MAP-
shedders. Even though the ID Screen® ELISA offers among the 
best performances, the prevalence thresholds remain high, and it 
cannot therefore be used, as its counterparts, for surveillance 
program and certification of freedom from disease.  

Its use is nevertheless indicated, in countries with high 
paratuberculosis prevalence, in the first step to identify the 
infected herds. Indeed the ID Screen® ELISA offers notably a 95% 
probability of detection for herds containing 20% of excreting 
animals, while competitor kits harbors such probability of detection 
for herds with 20.8% (kit D), 30.8%( kit A) or 37.8%( kit C) of 
excreting animals, respectively. 
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